
 

 

LINGWOOD & BURLINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Meeting held at the Lingwood Village Hall Meeting Room, Station Road, 

Lingwood on Tuesday 6th June 2017, 7.30pm. 
 
Present were:   Ben Bethell – Chairman, Giles Mack – Vice Chair, Ian Chapman, Tony Gould, 
Brenda Jones, Richard Morton, Roz Simpson, Simon Stevens, Marina Tubby, Ian White and 
Sonya Dickinson – Clerk.    
 

 
17/66. Welcome & apologies for absence:  No apologies were received.  Since Mike has 
resigned there are now 2 vacancies on the Parish Council, the original position is still being 
advertised on the notice boards but no one has come forward yet.   
The Councillors and Public in attendance observed a minutes silence for the victims of the 
Manchester and London terror attacks. 
 

17/67. Declarations of interest:  None. 
 

17/68. Public Forum:  We were joined by 5 member of public along with County Councillor 
Brian Iles.  
David Payne – Sundial; The triangular granite block, from India but cut and sent from China, 
has now arrived.  The base has been in for some time and hopefully everyone agrees it’s in the 
best location.  There are 3 sides and it traces the sun as it moves round.  A wooden version 
was made to make sure the design works before the granite is put in, it should be up and 
running in August.  Getting access to Peters’ wood is dangerous from the corner, can access be 
made through the Cemetery or Churchyard hedge?   A.  The danger is it would cause a 
disturbance to plots near the access and there are plots all along the hedgerow. 
There is a large verge around that bend but with drainage ditches, perhaps a Parish Partnership 
fund could be looked into to provide a trod?   Ask NPS for suggestions. 
The sundial at the M. Green; David has put weed killer around the markers and hopes it looks 
ok and no one thinks it looks a mess, someone had done the same to the trees so he thought it 
would be ok.  He is unsure if people like it as he never has any feedback.  
When the new sundial is finished it will be in the Broadland News. 
Public - There is an article in the Parish News about the Burlingham Woodland Walks, he would 
also object to an access through the cemetery as graves run all along the hedgerow but there 
may be a possibility in the Churchyard hedgerow. 
Public - Ref Allotment No. 30- there is a lot of rubbish on there, it is also a large allotment, 
perhaps it could be divided up to 30a and 30b?  Allotment no. 19 has been cut once ad then left 
and is now 3ft deep in weeds, they have only visited it once.  The next deadline for the Parish 
News is 24th July perhaps the allotments can be advertised in there.  
Ben - We need to invite new allotment holders to a meeting, to work out a system to keep the 
allotments nice, it is not fair on the allotment holders that keep theirs up to pay for clearing the 
bad ones.  The rat man needs to be given a deadline to remove his bait boxes. 
Simon - There is a light out on the East side of the Brundall roundabout, it was reported and it 
was done once but it is out again along with another one.  Simon has reported it but the Clerk 
should also e-mail AMEY. 
Burlingham Open Gardens is on Sunday 11th June 10am -4pm, everyone welcome. 
Ref the London and Manchester incidents, there has been a reduction in Police Officers in our 
area and there are not many armed Officers, what would we do if an attack happened in our 
area?  In London they got there in 8 mins but we have a larger area to cover. 
Public - Everyone should remember the 1st thing to do is switch off your mobile phone if hiding 
from an attacker. 
Public - The trees are overhanging the footway on Station Road by the bus stop, the property is 
3 Kingdale.  Clerk to report to Highways who will write to residents.  
The footpaths from Chapel Road to Station Road and Granary Close to Station Road are 
overgrown.  The Railway line side is the responsibility of the Railway, Clerk to contact.  If it is 
growing from a property it is the responsibility of the resident.  The actual footpath is Highways 
responsibility. - Brian will ask if they are going to cut any this year. 
Brian - New administration; full committee, Business and property replaces the Economic 
Development Committee, this deals with County Farms. – No meetings yet. 



 

 

John Cotton has now moved to Aylsham and been given a larger area and more responsibility.  
He has now agreed 2 days a week in Yarmouth so still involved in our area thankfully. 
Ref the Post Office losses; Brian sent a stiff email as a lot of small Post Offices are being closed 
in our area. 
Police; Reductions in Policemen on the beat because general crime has gone down 
considerably but there has been an increase in cyber crime etc.  The argument now is the 
reduction of Officers on the beat means less intelligence gathered from the Public.  There is a 
joint task force with Suffolk. 
Paths; Everything has grown like mad in the past 2 weeks due to the weather.  If the growth is 
coming from the other side of the fence it is the home owner’s responsibility.  Clerk to ask 
Highways to look at the paths.   
Ben - Post Offices:  Strumpshaw and Lingwood Post Masters are standing down and the Postal 
Service is looking for alternative places.  The Village Hall has put in for taking the service over.  
There is not much money in it but as the Hall is staffed already, the costs of running it can be 
minimised and if they have a coffee drop in are in the club room, they could recoup some costs 
there.  A nominated Post Master is needed.  We are lucky with the Spar Shop as it is really 
good and the Post Office retail side can’t really compete.   
Ian - If it is costing the Village Hall money would they consider still taking it on? 
Ben - If it’s a benefit to the Parish, technically the Parish Council could support it. 
Richard - The more Post Office business you do, the more it generates an income, so it should 
become more lucrative as time goes on.  
Ben - If open more hours, people could use it later on, i.e. after work.  Elements of retail such as 
stationery, to enable post to be sent and perhaps bread and milk could be sold and it could also 
be a hub for local produce to be sold.  It does not want to compete with the Spar as the Village 
does not want to lose the Spar. 
 
17/69. Minutes of the meeting 9th May 2017:  Were signed as a true record. 
 
17/70. Matters arising from 9th May 2017 Meeting:  Marina – stopped going to Village Hall 
meetings as the minutes went on the website, do the minutes still go on the website?  Ben – 
Will ask the person who writes the minutes to send them to the Webmaster. 
 
17/71. Action Log:  Sean has done the block pavers for the MUGA path and put the sign up.  
The self seeded tree on the Millennium Green was removed.  The pear tree is being replaced in 
November free of charge. 
Items still outstanding which can be sorted this month are the MUGA agreement with the Village 
Hall and the road chippings for the allotment site. 
 

17/72. Planning:  a)  20170732 –  Flat Roofed Single Storey Extension to Rear, 3 Spencer 
Close, Lingwood, Norwich NR13 4BB.   Decision:  Unanimous support. 
 
17/73. Correspondence:  a) A phone call was received about a tree on Memorial Way which 
has grown through a fence from ‘no man’s land’ and is touching the house.  Persimmon only 
built these houses 2 years ago; surely they wouldn’t have left a tree that close?  Without looking 
it is hard to tell what the problem is but it is definitely not the Parish Council’s responsibility to 
cut trees on property boundaries as the land does not belong to the Parish Council.  Decision:  
Clerk to contact Persimmon. 
b) There was an email circulated today to Councillors complaining about the new sirens at the 
Railway; The Clerk has responded. 
 

17/74. Allotments:  New Bait boxes have arrived, give the rat man a month to collect his bait 
boxes and then Richard can put the new ones on the site. 
Allotment No.30 needing cultivation; the allotment was offered to people on the list but they say 
there is too much work to get it up an running.  There are a lot of pallets and rubbish on there, 
left from previous occupants, which need clearing before cultivation.  Decision:  Ben can clear 
the burnable items, Owen Winter who cleared the compost are has not got the loader anymore 
but Richard will ask him if he can cultivate plot 30. 
 



 

 

17/75. Bus Shelter:  The Clerk applied for the 50% Parish Partnership funding for the shelter 
but the next round of funding has not started yet.  Decision:  It was resolved to wait for the next 
round of funding as 50% funding outweighs the price increase that may occur. 
 

17/76. Highways:  The verges are lethal on the junction of Lingwood Road with the A47 at the 
Old Post Office. 
Can anything be done about the queues getting into Yarmouth?  This is all part of the A47 
improvements. 
The Cycle way from St Williams Way, Thorpe; people are always parked across them and it is 
an annoying waste of money providing a cycle way that cannot be used, it’s not out Parish but 
can we report it?  This is not even a neighbouring Parish so we shouldn’t start branching out 
that far. 
The Post Office street name plate has been knocked over, presumably by the people accessing 
the drive on the corner of Post Office Road and Chapel Road.  
 
17/77. Finance:  a) Authority to pay was given for:  i) EAS Grass cutting on the Millennium 
Green March/Apr/May @ £250 inc VAT; This price was an estimate but when the invoice 
arrived they had carried out more cuts than this time last year so the actual cost was £ 456.90  
(Chq No. 2077)  
ii) K. Monsey Cemetery (May) Grass £202 (Chq No. 226)  
iii) The Play inspection Company £138 (Chq No. 2078)  
iv) S. Donovan 10 hours from May 2017 = £100 less £20 PAYE  (£80 Chq No. 2074 + £20 Chq 
No. 2076)  
v) S. Donovan Path edging and cement for MUGA £24 inc VAT  (Chq No. 2075)  
b) Signing of Account book reconciliation.  Ben Bethell checked the Account Book matched the 
Bank statements and signed the Book. 
c) Year end Accounts for external Audit. -  The accounts and the External Audit report were 
checked and signed. 
 
 
 

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 20.55 -  

Next meeting of the Parish Council, 4th July, at Lingwood Village Hall. 
 

 
 
N.B. A confidential meeting ‘on the Pink’ followed the meeting which closed at 21.17 


